
Chicagoans left messages about violence in their city on an open voicemail. This is what they had to 

say… 

*beep* 

My name is Elijah. I am 8. Violence makes me feel scared, because once a bullet hole was in my aunt’s 

car. 

My name is Markquita, and my age is 29 years old. I live in Chicago, Illinois on the West Side. I lost a 

cousin last year, December 27th. He got shot and killed on Laverne and Augusta. This stuff gotta stop. 

Then in 2005, I lost another cousin—he got killed  in gun violence. This stuff needs to stop. Then, my 

boyfriend’s younger brother got killed, September 21st, 2011. His name was Nathan. They shot him in the 

head and in the back. And my cousin, he got killed last year. December 27th. He got shot in the head and 

the back. And I’m tired of all this gun violence because it’s making me real sad right now. 

Maria, 32, Roger’s Park. Sometimes it’s like you can’t function, or think of anything else, unless you can 

actually shut out the violence. 

My name is Heather, I’m 43, and I live in Andersonville. I feel worried that people I care about are getting 

hurt by people who say they love them. And I feel panicked that things are spiraling out of control.   

My name is Megan, I’m 25. I’m from East Village in Chicago. And simply: I am sick of it. I’m sick of being 

scared.  I’m sick of worrying that I’m going to be raped, mugged, or hurt in my own home in my own city 

in my own neighborhood. I’m over it. I’m sick of it. 

*beep* 

My name is LaShawn. I’m 22 years old. I live in the Woodlawn community. I am angry, saddened, and 

tired of the violence that is taking place in the city of Chicago. 

My name is Deborah, I’m 56 years old, and I live in the Tri-Taylor district in Chicago  .I feel overwhelmed 

at the violence that’s going on in my city. 

My name is Miguel, I am 39 years old, and I live in the Little Village community. And I think that violence 

is an epidemic that the government does not want to control. 

I’m Ana, I’m 46 years old. I live in Ravenswood. I am both in pain and outraged. Stop the low-intensity 

genocide in our communities NOW. 



*beep* 

My name is Julianna, I am 47 years old, and I live in Bronzeville. The violence in our city makes me 

heartbroken, because I believe that my own 15 year old daughter--as well as all young Chicagoans--

should feel safe in their homes, their communities, and in this entire city. 

My first name is Vicky. I am 48 years old and I live in the South Side of Chicago. And how I feel about 

what’s taking place as to violence is: it’s nothing new. 

My name is Jacqueline, I live in Pilsen, and I think people are so used to violence that they don’t even 

think of it as an issue anymore,  so they don’t try to avoid it.  

My name is Genevieve, I’m 10 years old, and I live in the Uptown community. I feel that violence in 

Chicago is very dangerous and needs to stop before people get hurt and the community falls apart.  

My name is Shonda, my age is 42, and I live in the Golden Gate community. I am in an uproar about this 

violence. This is a beautiful city.  

*beep* 

My name is Ugochi Nwaogwugwu, I live in Beverly. Chicago is a great city. There are a lot of great people 

that come from this city, and a lot of great movements and efforts. And I just don’t want Chicago to go 

down as the most violent and our youth to go down as the most fatalistic. Something has to change. 

My name is Ming-Lin, and  I’m eleven years old, I live in the Uptown community. My feeling on violence is 

that it’s very wrong because people are being cheated out of their right to do what they want.  

My name is Anthony, I’m 17 years old and I live in the West Loop community. And I think that violence in 

Chicago is a system of oppression that is perpetuated by the lack of opportunities and resources provided 

to people of color. 

My name is Clara, I’m 27 and I live in Little Village. The violence in Chicago—the city I hold dear to my 

heart—stems from the poverty and racism the city’s political machine oozes through its social service 

budget cuts and corrupt police state. 

 My name is Vadim and I live in Logan Square. And I think we need meaningful jobs in our communities, 

not more police, and not more prisons. 



Jasmine. 30 years old. Forest Park. Seems like no real change will take place until there’s a bullet parked 

in the head of a Chicago politician’s kid. 

 My name is Amika Tendaji, I’m from Auburn Gresham, I am 31. I think that the problem of community 

violence in Chicago is too complex, that we’re looking too much for a smoking gun and one thing to nail 

it on, and instead right now we need to focus on collectiveness, community, and a respect for each other 

and human life.   

My name is Meshera, I’m 28, I live in the Lakeview community. I feel the violence in Chicago, especially 

poverty, lack of legal employment, and lack of consistent public transportation options on the South and 

West sides is all of our faults. 

*beep* 

This is Dara. I’m 35 years old, and live in the near west side of Chicago.  I am recommitting to standing 

strong in solidarity with black and brown youth that face gun violence and economic, police, nutritional, 

and emotional violence. 

Christian, 29, Pilsen. One sentence: if every 8 year old in the world is taught meditation, then we would 

eliminate violence from the world in one generation. That is from the Dalai Llama. Thank you. 

 I am Reverend Kim Crutcher. I live in the Edgewater community. And, I feel that as a current citizen of 

Chicago, I’m called upon to witness and withstand this violence. And in response to it, to mourn 

profoundly without shame over and over again as many times. To allow my heart to be broken, to pour 

that heart out, and to allow it to it fill up again with love.   

My name is Margaret, I’m 21, and I live in South Shore.  I would like for us to work together to stop the 

violence in our city, because it is OUR city, and we must take it back. 

My name is Brian, I’m 37, and I live in La Villita.  We have to break the roots of violence: poverty, hunger, 

racist and systematic disinvestment in our communities. 

 

 

 


